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Philanthropy Women
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Leaders v Funders Feminist
d Conversation on Women Donors

How Has COVID-19 Affected Women in
the Global South?

Anew report from the Feminist Humanitarian Network has found a drastic
decrease in funding for women in the Global South.

Philanthropy,

The Feminist Humanitarian Network has released a new
report viewing the COVID-19 pandemic through a gender
lens, (Image credit: Feminist Humanitarian Network)

‘The Feminist Humanitarian Network released new findings and
recommendations from its “Women’s Humanitarian Voices: Covid-19
through a feminist lens” report examining the role of Women's Rights
Organizations (WROs) in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The report
shows the solutions WROs established to overcome funding challenges
‘worsened for organisations representing women and girls in the Global
South, and illustrates the patriarchal humanitarian and government
systems WROS operate within that continue to exclude them from decisio,
‘making in erisis response and recovery planning. The report brings toget
key learnings from research in eight countries ~ Liberia, South Africa,
Nigeria, Kenya, Lehanan, Palestine, Bangladesh, and Nena!
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What COVID-19 has taught us about the
humanitarian system and women's rights
organizations

June 02,2021

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck — and with it came public
health measures including stay-at-home orders — women's
rights organizations (WROs) the world over were quick to sound
the alarm: Gender-based violence (GBV) would increase. Women
and "marginalized” groups would be disproportionately
impacted by the pandemic, and the inequality they already face
would deepen. The gendered impacts of crises are well
documented, and COVID-19 would be no different.

WROs acted swiftly to address those issues, working to strengthen community-based
mechanisms to ensure that women could report GBV and expect a respon: rganizations
adapted their systems and approaches to ensure that women could continue to access critical
services during lockdowns, including psycho-social support, maternal and newborn child health
care, and sexual and reproductive health services. WROs also advocated for recognition of the
impacts of the crisis on women's rights and called for funding to be targeted to mitigating those
impacts.

Vhile responding to the pandemic and its fallout, WRO members of the Feminist Humanitarian
rk (FHN), a collective of women leaders working together to transform the humanitarian
m into one that.ie anidad hy feminist principles, saw an opportunity: Here was a moment to_
=k that they dr
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Donors can do a lot more to achieve a
humanitarian system that works for
women

Holly Miller and Naomi Tulay-Solanke 2= Enjoying the Alliance blog?
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S 0 indout mor about Allance subscriptions e

Last week, the Feminist Humanitarian Network released research led by it
women’s rights organisation (WRO) members on the challenges that the
humanitarian response has presented for WROs during Covid-19, and the
feminist solutions they used to overcome them.
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The experiences of WROs were documented in eight countries: Lebanon,
Palestine, Nepal, Bangladesh, Nigeria, South Africa, Liberia, and Kenya.
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‘The report, ‘Worne
through a feminist lens’ finds, perhaps unsurprisingly, that
one of the major challenges for WROs during Covid has been
access to donor funding. In six of the eight countries that
contributed to the research, WROs had limited to no funding
from donors to resource their response activities.

Tumanitarian Voices: Co

There were many reasons for this — a major one being

excessive due diligence requirements, which one organisation

in Nigeria described as being herculean’. Another

organisation in Nigeria shared that the expectation that

donors have of WROs to demonstrate ‘capacity’ through

intensive application processes and then denying them funding when they can’t,
presents a catch 22 — as without funding, WROs are unable to recruit the staff requis
to fulfill such requiremant-Put simply, ‘If we have the funds, we will
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